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Advocates Urge Governor and Legislative Leaders
To Support “Landmark” Health Care Reform
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut today called on Gov. M. Jodi Rell and legislative leaders to support health reform efforts that will increase choice, spur competition and lower health care costs in the state.  
Health care reform in Connecticut gained momentum last night when the House of Representatives overwhelmingly passed two of the most significant proposals to fix the state’s health care crisis, SustiNet and the Health Care Partnership bill.  
“These reforms open a window to the change people are demanding.  We cannot afford to let this window close,” said Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation.  “Collectively, the SustiNet and the Partnership bill will put our state on a deliberate and strategic path toward quality health care choice for every resident,” he said.   
Noting that the foundation has contacted the governor’s office, Figueroa expressed optimism that the governor would recognize the importance of these reforms and their ability to reduce costs through the consolidation of state programs and to increase health care choice.  
Many health care advocates say SustiNet is more important than ever because it will make Connecticut what House Majority Leader Chris Donovan has termed “Obama-Ready.”  
Referring to the need for state legislators to make sure Connecticut is prepared for federal health care reform resources, Figueroa said, “You cannot remain neutral on a moving train.”  A provision of SustiNet establishes a Health Partnership Board with a 30-60 day deadline for submitting recommendations to the legislature on how to get maximum benefit from federal resources. 

“Gov. Rell and legislative leaders have an opportunity to pass landmark health care reform and put our state at a competitive advantage in receiving federal resources,” stated Figueroa.  “Connecticut can ill afford to squander this opportunity,” he said. 

 

SustiNet now waits action in the Senate.
 
For more information about SustiNet (H.B. 6600) and the foundation’s health care reform campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org.
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