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Foundation Fault’s Governor’s Health Care
 Executive Order as a Failure of Leadership 

Meriden -- Criticizing the governor’s executive order to establish a health care reform board as a recipe for gridlock, Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut today said the order underscores the folly of vetoing two action-ready health care reform bills in favor of establishing another study group.   

“It’s a colossal failure of leadership to decree another study at a time when small businesses and the people of our state are starving for real solutions,” said Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation. “Nearly a dozen of these studies have been conducted in the past two years, including studies by the insurance industry and by other members of the business community. Connecticut doesn’t need another study,” he said. 
Foundation officials said that after a careful review of the governor’s order, it is clear that the need for the House and Senate to stand by their strong votes for both the SustiNet and Partnership Health care bills is more critical than ever. “Regardless of the outcome, our work at the foundation will not stop until every resident has quality, affordable health care they can count on,” Figueroa said. “The foundation is committed to this fight for the long-run,” he said. 
While the executive order borrows language and even a few ideas from the SustiNet health care reform legislation, foundation officials noted that it fails to produce a framework for implementing reforms and for taking advantage of federal resources. 

“Without a framework for implementation, the governor’s mandate to prepare policies to respond to federal reforms is like building a car without an engine,” Figueroa said. “The governor has concocted a recipe for gridlock. This severely jeopardizes our state’s chances in the competition for sorely needed federal resources,” he said.

 Among the foundation’s other criticisms of the order are:

• It fails to address universal coverage for all residents and continuous coverage, two of the pillars of true health reform.

• It gives responsibilities for determining how to cover the uninsured and make changes in the delivery system and insurance market to an insurance industry with clear self-preservation interests.
• It establishes a 15-member study panel to develop policies to react to federal opportunities -- rather than take a proactive approach.

• The composition of the order’s board’s reflects no sensitivity to the consumer and no sense of urgency, even as the number of uninsured and under-insured Connecticut residents continues to rise in step with rising unemployment.
• It ignores the cost of doing nothing and dismisses reform strategies developed by a broad range of Connecticut stakeholders to slow the growth of health care costs, improve quality, and provide coverage for every resident of the state.
For more information about SustiNet and the foundation’s health care reform campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org.  
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