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Leadership and Report as a Key Milestone 
Statement by Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut

HealthFirst Connecticut Authority’s vote today represents an important milestone in the mounting health care reform debate in our state. Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut applauds the Authority’s hard work and leadership in advancing the debate.  While its report stops short of proposing a full blueprint for solving the state’s health care crisis, the Authority fulfilled its charge from the legislature, recommending strategies that point health care reform in the right direction.  


In fact, the majority of the Authority’s key recommendations reflect core elements of the foundation’s more detailed proposal for making quality, affordable health care available to all residents: SustiNet.  For example, expanding coverage and access, emphasizing prevention and establishing an electronic medical record system all are fundamental elements of SustiNet.  The foundation’s SustiNet proposal has been in the works for two years and is the most complete Connecticut-specific plan for universal health care that has been presented to the legislature.


SustiNet was developed by a team of national researchers led by experts from the Urban Institute and M.I.T. and with input from a wide cross section of Connecticut residents, including business, physicians, advocates and labor.  If enacted into law, SustiNet would create a self-insured pool that would compete in the private marketplace. It would offer individuals, families and businesses the choice of a new high quality and affordable public health insurance plan.  The foundation appreciates the HealthFirst Connecticut Authority’s effort to move our state’s health reform debate in the right direction. 


To learn more about SustiNet and join the foundation’s healthcare4every1 Campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org.
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