May 20, 2008

The Honorable Governor M. Jodi Rell

State Capitol Building

Hartford, CT 06106

Dear Governor Rell,

I am writing to ask you to sign into law the Connecticut Healthcare Partnership (House Bill 5536).  The Partnership will open up the state employees’ health care plan to voluntary participation by municipal employees, nonprofit organizations and small businesses – thereby saving significant dollars while creating more health care choice.  
I understand from news reports this morning that you have “concerns” with the legislation and are being told by some in the insurance industry to veto it.  Apparently, Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Haven is threatening to increase its rates to the state by $24 million come July 1st if you sign the Partnership bill into law.

Governor Rell, do not be held hostage to Anthem’s bullying tactics. 
Anthem’s posture defies reason.  How will selling insurance to thousands of new customers in the state’s health insurance pool cost Anthem money?  Could Henry Ford have created a manufacturing powerhouse if he had driven away that many potential car buyers?  And would any successful company like Anthem actually risk losing so many existing and potential customers, knowing that there are competing insurers that won’t raise rates if you sign the bill?  
Indeed, the Partnership Act will allow Anthem to better live up to the commitment it makes to Connecticut residents on its web site: “We’re on your side.”  That’s good business sense, plain common sense, and the right thing to do.
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is committed to achieving health care for all Connecticut residents that is continuous, affordable, sustainable and high quality.  I urge you to sign this bill and help pave the road for better health care for everyone in our state.  I look forward to hearing from you and offer the Foundation as a resource as you consider health care policy.

Sincerely, 

Juan A. Figueroa

President

Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut

