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Features Prevention 
Statement by Juan A. Figueroa
President, Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is pleased that Sen. Chris Dodd (D-CT) is focusing on the issue of prevention today in Danbury on the second stop of his “Prescriptions for Change” listening tour across the state. 

We share the senator’s conviction that the health care stories, opinions and input of residents are vital to enacting effective health care reform.  We’re particularly  heartened to see that Sen. Dodd is focusing on what we believe are three “smart” priorities.  Health care  must be universal; it must be affordable; and it must focus not just on treatment, but on prevention as well – the theme of today’s forum.
Prevention is a centerpiece of  the foundation’s health care reform proposal.  Our SustiNet plan would ensure each member has a “medical home.”  This approach makes available to every patient a steady source of coordinated care that includes regular check-ups; screenings; child well-visits; and preventive dental care. Research shows that medical homes help reduce the likelihood of chronic illnesses, which saves health care dollars. 

SustiNet’s other prevention features include: 
· Public health investments in fighting obesity

· Public health investments in fighting tobacco use

· Public health investments in fighting other drug addictions

· Automated patient reminders about recommended preventive care services

If enacted, SustiNet would lay the groundwork for a smart system of universal health care that would make quality, affordable health care a reality in our state.  It would put Connecticut in the position to benefit from the new White House Administration’s commitment to health care reform; to gain sorely needed federal resources; and to help shape the national health care debate

To learn more about SustiNet and join the foundation’s healthcare4every1 Campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org. 
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