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Small Business Group Praises Senate for Passing SustiNet

“We can’t have a healthy economy without an 

affordable, quality health care system.”
Small Businesses for Health Care Reform, a network of Connecticut small businesses representing an independent voice for health care reform, congratulates the state Senate for passing historic health care legislation that will allow the state’s small business to survive the economic downturn -- and drive the state’s economy forward.

Connecticut can’t have a healthy economy without an affordable, quality health care system.  The majority of new jobs – 80 percent - are created by small businesses, which are disproportionately affected by skyrocketing health care costs.  Small business owners are desperate for more affordable choices for health care.  We want and need healthy workers.  But since 2001, 16 percent of us have had to eliminate health benefits.  If we have fewer than 25 workers, they are twice as likely to be uninsured as those in larger firms.
SustiNet gives us that choice we need. We have studied SustiNet and know that it addresses our concerns and provides quality health care in a sustainable way. That’s no surprise to us -- small businesses were involved with the development of SustiNet from the get-go, providing ideas, insight and feedback.  

And SustiNet will save individuals and businesses $1.75 billion annually through increased competition and efficiency.
Our message to Governor Rell, who will soon have SustiNet on her desk for signature, is simple: Connecticut’s broken health care system is killing job growth and killing our livelihoods. We need an affordable choice such as SustiNet, and we need it now.
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