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Foundation Honored in D.C. for Central Role in 
Pioneering a Model for National Health Care Reform

Washington, DC -- As the battle over health care reform heats up on Capitol Hill, Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut tomorrow will be given special recognition for its role in building a plan for reform which the Obama Administration and Congress are now looking to as a model for national reform. 

The national group Progressive States Network (PSN) will honor the Foundation with its 2009 State Progressive Leader Award for its role in laying the groundwork with a model for national health care reform.  The Foundation developed the SustiNet legislation (Public Act No. 09-148), which would create a new public health insurance option open to individuals and small businesses.  Residents could choose the new public plan or keep the insurance they currently have. 

The legislation passed the Connecticut House and Senate by wide margins and is now on its way to Gov. Rell.  It includes other measures to improve the quality of health care and reduce the growth of health care costs.  SustiNet, together with the Connecticut Healthcare Partnership bill, would pave the way for quality, affordable health care for all state residents.  

“We are honored to be recognized for our efforts in fighting for health care for everyone in Connecticut,” said Foundation President Juan A. Figueroa. “There were a lot of foot soldiers who did the heavy lifting to get SustiNet this far – this award is really for their courage and for their countless hours of hard work.”
Paul Wessel, Field Director for the Foundation’s grassroots healthcare4every1 Campaign, will accept the award on behalf of the Foundation at a ceremony in Washington.  He will join a delegation of state legislators attending a press conference to be hosted by Sen. Tom Harkin (D-IA), third ranking member of the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee. The delegation will deliver a letter to the Obama Administration and Congress urging comprehensive health care reform within the year, including the choice of a public health insurance plan, strong affordability protections, and shared responsibility for health care costs.  The proposals in the letter, which was signed by over 600 legislators from 46 states, were modeled after policies that the Foundation has championed in Connecticut. 

"We're about to have a real federal solution on health care,” said Nathan Newman, who serves as Progressive States Network’s Executive Director.  “And it wouldn't be possible were it not for the hard work of state-based organizations like Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut that have worked tirelessly to pioneer the new state programs that Washington is now looking to as models for national reform.  Progressive States Network is honored to have worked with them to bring change in Connecticut and we are grateful to have this opportunity to thank them for their work."

Key allies of the Foundation in bringing reform to Connecticut will also be honored by PSN tomorrow, including Speaker of the House Christopher Donovan.
For more information about the Foundation and SustiNet, go to: www.universalhealthct.org.
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