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Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut today joins Gov. M. Jodi Rell in her concern for the health of our state’s economy and people.  However, we are deeply troubled by the disconnect between her rhetoric and many of the actions proposed in her budget, particularly in the area of health care. 


In addition to proposing short-sighted cuts to the state’s health care safety net responsible for our state’s most vulnerable residents, the governor’s budget calls for the  elimination of the Office of the Healthcare Advocate.  This would deal a devastating blow to consumers at a time when advocacy on their behalf is most urgently needed. 


The Foundation agrees with the governor that these are times for “positioning ourselves so that we may soar when those harsh winds of economic turmoil finally fade.” Critical to that positioning is acting on opportunities to rebuild our broken health care system. As residents struggle to pay mortgages, put food on the table and hold onto their jobs, they shouldn’t have to worry about losing health coverage. 


The Foundation gladly accepts the governor’s invitation to put “specific alternatives” on the public table.  Led by a team of national researchers from the Urban Institute and M.I.T. and with input from groups across the state, we have developed a proposal to slow health care costs, expand access and improve quality.  Our proposal, SustiNet, would be rolled out over six years in phases. It is budget neutral during the first two years.  If enacted into law, SustiNet would offer a new public-private health care option for employers and stimulate competition. 
More importantly, it would lay the groundwork for a smart system of universal health care that would make quality, affordable health care a reality in our state.  It would put Connecticut in the position to benefit from the new White House Administration’s commitment to health care reform, gain sorely needed federal resources, and help shape the national health care debate.


Finally, the Foundation urges the governor to follow through on her pledge to sit down with legislative leaders to find a path that will truly protect the health and ensure the future of all Connecticut residents. 
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