      

   
   

For Immediate Release 
May 2, 2008
Contact:
Vivian Todini, 917-747-7980 




Diane Alverio, 860-655-9039
SENATOR CHRIS DODD (D-CT) JOINS LATINO 

LEADERS’ EFFORTS TO BECOME MORE VISIBLE IN 

NATIONAL AND STATE HEALTH CARE DEBATES

Meriden, CT – Senator Chris Dodd (D-CT) will join Latino leaders from across the Northeast at the first “Latino Voices in Universal Heath Care, A Regional Action Summit.” Sponsored by Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut and Latinos for National Health Insurance, the summit is designed to ensure that the needs and voices of Latinos are not ignored in health care reform efforts.  

“There is much at stake for Latinos in the health care reform debate and we must be at the table,” said Universal Health Care Foundation President Juan A. Figueroa.  In Connecticut alone, while Latinos are 10 percent of the state’s population, they constitute 40 percent of the uninsured.  These numbers reflect nationwide trends.  Nationally, the U.S. Census reports that while Latinos are 15 percent of the nation’s population, they are 30 percent (more than 15 million) of the uninsured.

“Conversations about health care reform are happening fast at both national and state levels,” said Dr. Jaime Torres, National Coordinator for Latinos for National Health Insurance. “Our Summit is designed to build momentum for a new movement of Latino involvement in health care reform discussion. Latinos can’t remain on the sidelines on such a vital issue for our community,” he added. At the summit, Latino leaders will identify opportunities for organizing and building state and national coalitions to advance universal health care.
The Summit will feature both national and state specific action and research. A close look at the national landscape will be provided by Dr. Olveen Carrasquillo, Co-Founder, Latinos for National Health Insurance and Principal Investigator, Columbia University Center for the Health of Urban Minorities. A  review of New York’s health care reform efforts will be presented by New York State Assemblyman Felix Ortiz (Dist. 51).  Ann Malone, Director of the Alliance to Defend Health Care, will talk about lessons learned from the Massachusetts initiative. Marissa Cardona, an organizer for Meriden Children First Initiative, will discuss Universal Health Care of Foundation’s statewide campaign, “healthcare4every1.” 
“The timing of this Summit critical,” explained Figueroa. “If candidates really want to respond to Latino concerns, they need to not only court their votes, but listen to what they have to say about health care reform. We are glad that Senator Dodd takes the needs of the Latino community seriously and are hopeful that this is the beginning of more legislators on Capitol Hill listening to Latinos.” 

The Summit, which will be held at the Four Points Sheraton in Meriden, is slated to draw leaders from across many sectors, including the faith community, unions, health care professionals, lawyers, business leaders and advocates. 

The Host Committee for the conference includes: the Massachusetts Alliance to Defend Health Care; Columbia University Center for the Health of Urban Minorities; Connecticut Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission; District Council 37 (DC 37); 1199 SEIU; Hispanic Center of Excellence; Healthcare NOW; Hispanic Health Council; Labor Council of Latin American Advancement (NY Chapter); League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC); National Hispanic Council on Aging; NYU Center for Latino Health; Northeast Action; Universal Health Care Action Network; Albert Einstein School of Medicine; and SEIU Healthcare.
Note: The Summit will be held on May 3rd from 9:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the Four Points Sheraton, 275 Research Parkway, in Meriden, CT.  Senator Dodd’s keynote address will be at 3:30 p.m.  For directions, go here.
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