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For Immediate Release

July 28, 2008
Contact: Janet Davenport, 203-639-0550 
Foundation Television Commercial Wins National Award

MERIDEN -- Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is pleased to announce that the American Association of Political Consultants has recognized one of the foundation’s television commercials as among the best public affairs work of 2007.

The TV spot, “Poor Coverage,” has been given the Gold Pollie Award in the category of State Grassroots/Issue Advocacy/Public Affairs.  Known as the Emmy awards of politics, the Pollies are the most prestigious prizes in the political campaign and public affairs industry. 

“Poor Coverage” uses people in ill-fitting hospital gowns to demonstrate the plight of individuals who have insurance that doesn’t cover their needs – and sometimes doesn’t cover anything at all.

The award-winning commercial can be viewed here.

Greta Bergstrom, Director of Politics and Public Policy for North Woods Advertising, which produced the commercial, said the foundation’s commercials are having an impact that could help shape the national debate over health care.  She said the Pollie award is recognition of the kind of breakthrough advocacy that raises national awareness of an important issue for Connecticut and for the nation.

The foundation frequently uses forthright methods to bring attention to the state’s dysfunctional health care system, in which insurance premiums are rising five times faster than salaries and more than 360,000 residents have no insurance at all. “Insur-Animals,” an animated cartoon, is another example of the foundation’s edgy approach to portraying the urgent need for comprehensive health care reform.
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is a nonpartisan, nonprofit grant-making organization dedicated to achieving quality, affordable health care for every Connecticut resident. Learn more about the foundation at www.universalhealthct.org.  Additional foundation videos can be viewed here.
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