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Business and Labor Speak for

Health Care Reform
MERIDEN – More than 150 Connecticut residents, including business leaders, labor leaders, business owners and employees are expected to attend a seminar on the priorities of businesses and employees as Connecticut seeks solutions to address its health care crisis.

Titled “The Value of Good Health: Business and Labor Working for Health Care Reform,” the event will take place Wednesday, November 19th, from 8:00 to 10:30 a.m., at the Aqua Turf Club in Plantsville. 

Featured speakers will be Michael J. Critelli, Executive Chairman of Stamford-based Fortune 500 Company Pitney Bowes Inc., and Council 4 AFSCME Executive Director Sal Luciano (head of the largest labor union in Connecticut).  Stan Simpson, columnist for the Hartford Courant and radio talk show host on WTIC NewsTalk 1080, will serve as moderator.

The seminar is sponsored by the Connecticut Health Advancement and Research Trust (CHART), the nonprofit parent company of Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut. The statewide foundation, with headquarters in Meriden, is campaigning to achieve quality, affordable health care for everyone in Connecticut. 

“Health care spending has a tremendous impact on Connecticut’s economic health,” said foundation president Juan A. Figueroa.  “Insurance is becoming unaffordable for more businesses every day. And medical debt is a leading cause of the home foreclosures that helped trigger our economic crisis.  For Connecticut’s health and economic security, the time to act is now,” he added.
Pitney Bowes, Inc. Executive Chairman Michael J. Critelli sees investments in health care now as long-term investments in Connecticut. “Just as world-class manufacturers discovered that the best investments were made at the earliest possible point in a process, Pitney Bowes has focused on interventions that keep people healthy, or keep those with chronic diseases at a maintenance level.  We believe that’s a model from which everyone can learn.”

AFSCME Executive Director Sal Luciano stresses the value of coalition-building: “We have got to work together – labor, business, government and academia – to control escalating health care costs and guarantee access for everyone,” he said. “Our businesses can’t compete in the world economy because of escalating health care costs. The middle class is being choked. There is no time to waste.”

Mr. Critelli and Mr. Luciano will be available for press interviews from 10:30 to 11 a.m. They can also be interviewed by phone prior to November 19th.  

For directions to the event, click here.  For tickets to the event, call (203) 639-0550.  Learn more about CHART and the foundation at www.universalhealthct.org.  Community Foundation for Greater New Haven has provided a grant to support the event.  
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