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Federal Delegation’s Visit to Connecticut Shows
Power of Small Business Voice in Health Care Reform Debate   

Statement by Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut

Meriden – Welcoming the visit from the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) and the Secretary of Health and Human Services to a local small business, Universal Health Foundation of Connecticut released a statement today calling the visit a credit to the strong voice of small business in the state’s health reform debate.  

“Small business leaders like Kevin Galvin have been crucial in getting landmark health care reform passed in our state,” said Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation. “They are the catalysts to our economic recovery and to health care reform,” he said, pointing to their role in developing and promoting SustiNet, a comprehensive health reform bill with a public health insurance option plan, passed recently by veto override. 

Galvin runs Connecticut Commercial Maintenance and chairs Small Businesses for Health Care Reform.  The need for universal health care and its significance to small businesses is the topic of the round table discussion hosted today by the SBA at Galvin’s shop in Hartford. Scheduled to attend are Karen Mills of SBA, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius and Sen. Chris Dodd.

“The struggles of small businesses in our state and the vital role they’re playing in state reforms are instructive for the nation,” Figueroa said. “The visit is a great opportunity for Connecticut’s people and for reform efforts of our state,” he said.  
 
Foundation officials noted that the federal visit dovetails with the deadline set this week for appointing experts to the SustiNet board. The board will be charged with laying the groundwork for the SustiNet plan. 

 “We’re confident that the Obama administration will find small businesses here eager to work toward meaningful reform,’’Figueroa said. “Thanks to their courage and commitment, our state stands ready to wed federal and national health care reform initiatives,” he said. 


Figueroa said, “Small businesses in Connecticut understand that fixing the broken health care system is critical to their competitive edge and to the bottom-line.”  
For more information about SustiNet and the foundation’s
health care reform campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org.
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