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Connecticut’s Health Care Drama to Play out on Stage

            

MERIDEN – Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is joining with HartBeat Ensemble, Connecticut’s theater for social change, for a series of outdoor summer plays that spotlight the state’s growing health care crisis.  These free performances are based on personal stories derived from interviews with Connecticut residents.
“Theater provides a way to illustrate how our broken health care system disrupts peoples’ lives,” said Foundation President Juan A. Figueroa. “These plays demonstrate that the lack of quality, affordable health care harms everyone.”

In Hartford, HartBeat will be in Pope Park on Saturday, July 12; Goodwin Park on Sunday, July 13; Keney Park on Saturday, July 19; Sigourney Square Park on Sunday, July 20; and Elizabeth Park on Sunday, July 27.  In West Hartford, HartBeat will be in Blue Back Square on Saturday, July 26.  For each performance, family entertainment starts at 4:00 pm and the one-hour performance starts at 5:00 pm.
The HartBeat Ensemble scripts were developed from extensive interviews with state residents - including patients, health care providers, and business owners - who have suffered under Connecticut’s broken health care system. Although the plays deal with a serious topic, they use humor and drama to deliver the message.
HartBeat Co-Founder Steve Ginsburg said that the interviewing process underscored for him the fragility of good health. “Our health could become jeopardized at any time. I learned that there’s very little recourse in today’s society if you don’t have access to proper health care.” 
This summer marks the first time West Hartford will host a “Plays in the Parks” performance.  Blue Back Square Marketing Manager Caroline Craig said a play about health care is a natural fit for the new West Hartford development. “Health and wellness are part of Blue Back Square, with doctors’ offices, the Hartford Hospital Wellness Center and New York Sports Clubs on Memorial Road. It makes sense to help support groups like HartBeat Ensemble as they deliver messages about health and wellness in the public square.”

Among the stories adapted for the stage are those of two beauty salon owners who can’t afford health insurance for their employee; a woman who can get the surgery she needs – if she leaves her husband and travels half-way around the world; an insurance company worker who can no longer stomach the job she’s asked to do; and a doctor’s office assistant who is losing ground in her battle against insurance denials and red tape.

Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is a nonpartisan, nonprofit grant-making organization dedicated to achieving quality, affordable health care for every Connecticut resident.  Learn more about the foundation at www.universalhealthct.org. To find our more about HartBeat Ensemble, go to www.hartbeatensemble.org.  For directions to the summer performances and additional details, click here.
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