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AARP: SUSTINET PROVIDES SOLID FOUNDATION FOR HEALTH REFORM IN CT

Association Announces Endorsement of SustiNet; Will Push for Passage in Senate

Hartford, CT – AARP Connecticut, the state’s largest consumer advocacy organization with more than 625,000 members, today announced its official endorsement of SustiNet, a comprehensive health reform proposal that aims to make affordable health coverage available to 98 percent of state residents by 2014.  

“AARP is working to ensure that all Connecticut residents have access to quality, affordable health care, including the more than 70,000 uninsured Connecticut residents age 50-64,” said AARP Connecticut State Director Brenda Kelley.  “We applaud the tremendous work, resources and commitment that went into designing SustiNet and believe it provides a solid foundation for comprehensive reform of our health care system in Connecticut that will lower costs and provide quality, affordable coverage for state residents.” 

AARP State President Don Ciosek said, “Our elected leaders have an opportunity to lead the national debate and ensure that Connecticut is in the forefront of health reform efforts.  The time for action is now.  We commend the house for their passage of SustiNet (H.B. 6600) and the Connecticut Healthcare Partnership (H.B. 6582), which, in conjunction, will expand access and improve the affordability of health care for Connecticut residents.  We urge the senate and governor to do the same.”  

Stating that the foundation welcomed the endorsement, Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation, said AARP’s support of SustiNet sends a resounding message to the governor and legislature that they cannot afford to ignore. “AARP represents a powerful constituency group in our nation and in our state,” he said. “As baby boomers age, they’re finding health care a major impediment. This is a group that’s being squeezed and they will vote with their feet,” he said.

Individual health insurance for older adults is increasingly hard to get and expensive.  According to AARP, the current health care crisis is hitting baby boomers particularly hard.  More than 70,000 people age 50-64 in Connecticut were without health insurance in 2007.  Of those, nearly 70 percent had jobs but either did not have access to employer coverage or they were not eligible for benefits. Insurance companies reject applications at a rate of about one in six at age 50, and one in four at age 60.  On average, those aged 50-64 spend nearly three times more on premiums for individual insurance compared to those with employer coverage. 

The current version of SustiNet includes a number of provisions that AARP believes are critical to comprehensive health reform, including: ensuring rates are not based on age, gender or health status; guaranteeing coverage for those with chronic or pre-existing conditions; a comprehensive benefits package; subsidies to make coverage affordable for low-income individuals and families; and the preservation of choice for Connecticut consumers, by allowing those who are happy with their current private coverage to keep it.  

AARP’s Kelley concluded, “Here at home and across the nation, health care costs are squeezing families and businesses, costing us jobs and forcing thousands into bankruptcy and financial ruin.  Given our current financial crisis, we must take action now to reform our health care system and help put our economy back on solid footing.  SustiNet offers the best opportunity to control health care costs, save Connecticut’s families and businesses money and make coverage available to everyone who needs it.”  

About AARP:

AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan membership organization that helps people 50+ have independence, choice and control in ways that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a whole. AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to either political campaigns or candidates. We produce AARP The Magazine, the definitive voice for 50+ Americans and the world's largest-circulation magazine with over 34.5 million readers; AARP Bulletin, the go-to news source for AARP's 40 million members and Americans 50+; AARP Segunda Juventud, the only bilingual U.S. publication dedicated exclusively to the 50+ Hispanic community; and our website, AARP.org. AARP Foundation is an affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with support from thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. We have staffed offices in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
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