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For Immediate Release

July 9, 2008
Contact:  Robert Slate, 203-639-0550 
State Commission Honors the Foundation 
For Its Support
MERIDEN -- Connecticut’s Latino and Puerto Rican Affairs Commission has recognized Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut for its ongoing support of the Commission’s programs. 
Marissa Cardona, a community organizer for Meriden Children First, accepted the award on the foundation’s behalf at a recent reception held at the Legislative Office Building. During the ceremony, Commission Executive Director Fernando Betancourt praised the foundation’s work, particularly in the area of racial and ethnic health care equity. 
Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation, said, “We cannot have true health care reform until we correct the disparities in health care among Connecticut’s communities of color.”

The foundation also received citations from Gov. M. Jodi Rell, Attorney General Richard Blumenthal, State Comptroller Nancy Wyman, and the Connecticut General Assembly.
“Through selfless work, Universal Health Care Foundation has demonstrated its dedication to the Latino community and the state of Connecticut. Universal Health Care Foundation’s energy, enthusiasm and leadership are truly impressive,” said Gov. Rell in her citation.

Latinos make up approximately 40 percent of Connecticut’s uninsured population. That inequity has an impact on the entire state. The foundation and the commission are working collaboratively to find ways to close gaps in care and make quality, affordable health care available for all residents. 
Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut is a nonpartisan, nonprofit grant-making organization dedicated to achieving quality, affordable health care for every Connecticut resident.  Learn more about the foundation at www.universalhealthct.org.
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