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Victory for Connecticut: 
Legislature Overrides Governor’s Veto of SustiNet 

Major Health Care Reform Now Set to Begin

Statement by Juan A. Figueroa, President

Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut

Meriden -- Welcoming the Legislature’s veto override of the landmark SustiNet bill as a pivotal milestone in the fight for comprehensive health reform, Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut today issued a statement saying the victory is tempered by the failed override of the Healthcare Partnership bill.

The failure to override the governor’s veto on the Partnership bill will deprive municipalities, small businesses and nonprofits of immediate relief, foundation officials said.  The officials maintain the bill would provide relief to local property taxpayers and a concrete first step for the SustiNet framework. 

“Under SustiNet, we do anticipate affordable public health insurance options starting in 2012,” said Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation. 

 “The historic override of the SustiNet veto is possible because of  the courageous leadership in our legislature,” he said.  “Connecticut is now positioned on the national health reform stage, surpassing Massachusetts with a smart plan that will expand coverage and lead us on the road to better health and health care.”

Small businesses and the people of our state have waited a long time for a comprehensive answer to our state’s health care crisis, foundation officials said. In addition to the strong legislative leadership it took to win the override, a huge debt of gratitude is owed to the broad cross-section of stakeholders who contributed to the development and passage of SustiNet.

Small business, health care providers and advocates, and labor and clergy leaders were all instrumental in the developing the plan -- along with a national team of leading health economists and experts, officials said. 

-- over -- 

“SustiNet is the concrete result of their shared vision,” Figueroa said. “Sustaining their sense of urgency and focus will be crucial in the days ahead,” he said. “A nine-member group of health care policy and insurance experts will be responsible for building SustiNet’s implementation plan,” Figueroa said.
He added, “We look forward to rolling up our sleeves and working with them to ensure every resident and small businesses have the health care they deserve.”

For more information about SustiNet and the foundation’s health care reform campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org.
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