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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Small Businesses Announce New Network  
for Health Care Reform in Connecticut

New Haven, CT – A network of small businesses representing an independent voice for health care reform was launched today at a New Haven-based teleconference.  Members of “Small Businesses for Health Care Reform” share the conviction that if their companies are to survive, small businesses must be united in their commitment to quality, affordable health care in Connecticut.


“Every day, health insurance becomes less affordable for small businesses,” explained Advisory Committee chair Kevin Galvin, owner of Connecticut Commercial Maintenance, Inc. “Small businesses account for 80 percent of new jobs in the state.  It’s crystal clear: we can’t turn our economy around without a vibrant, growing small business sector. Far too often, small businesses have not had a seat at the table to discuss real reform, and so our issues haven’t been addressed. Well, there is a new table, and small business is at its head.”

Advisory Committee member Linda St. Peter, President of the Connecticut Association of REALTORS, explained her organization’s participation in the network: “There are more than 18,500 realtors across Connecticut, all of them independent contractors, not employees. Obtaining affordable, accessible health coverage is a constant challenge for them and their families.”

Among other planned approaches, the group announced its support of SustiNet, a plan for health care reform proposed by Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut.  

Others on the group’s Advisory Committee include: James B. Stirling, CEO of Stirling Benefits; Séan W. Moore, president of The Greater Meriden Chamber of Commerce; Clodomiro Falcon, president of the 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of Greater Bridgeport and publisher of La Guia Hispana; Tony Sheridan, president of the Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut; Cornell Wright, president of the Parker Wright Group; Ed Rodriguez, president of Sandoval Associates; Lesley Mills, owner of Griswold Special Home Care; and Robert Kennedy, executive vice president of the Connecticut Association of REALTORS.
 
Small Businesses for Health Care Reform welcomes all individuals, businesses and business groups that care about health care, strong communities, viable small businesses and a strong economy. 
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