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FOUNDATION BLASTS GOVERNOR’S RELEASE OF MISLEADING INFORMATION ON TWO LANDMARK HEALTH CARE REFORM BILLS

Meriden -- Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut today issued a statement blasting the misinformation released by Gov. M. Jodi Rell and her administration about the SustiNet and the Healthcare Partnership bills as they head for the July 20 veto override session.   

“We know the insurance industry’s modus operandi is to mislead and deflect, but we’re disappointed to see the governor has decided to employ the same tactics,” said Juan A. Figueroa, president of the foundation.  “People want solutions, not more distortions and delays,” he said.  
Figueroa said, “Our legislators must repeat the courage and leadership they showed in the House and Senate and override the governor’s veto.”  He added, “That means sticking to the facts.”  Foundation officials maintain that the so-called fiscal analysis used by the governor and her claims that SustiNet will cost too much both miss the mark.  Officials said the governor: 

· Relies on a flawed fiscal analysis of the original version of the SustiNet bill.

· Ignores the fact that no state money is on the line until a final implementation plan is presented to the legislature in 2011 and passed into law with explicit funding sources.
· Ignores economic modeling by one of the nation's leading health economists, Jonathan Gruber of M.I.T., which projects $2.50 in health care savings and new money for every $1 invested in SustiNet.

· Ignores SustiNet’s opportunity to save $1.7 billion for businesses and individuals.

· Misrepresents the SustiNet board of experts’ inclusion of business and insurance perspectives to design a comprehensive approach to expanding coverage, controlling costs and improving health.
“We trust the legislature will not fall prey to the governor’s disingenuous arguments and will do the right thing,” Figueroa said.
For more information about SustiNet and the foundation’s health care reform campaign, go to www.healthcare4every1.org.  
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